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שמחת בית השואבה
The Water Drawing Festival

Water is a life-source. In ancient times, the very existence of the entire nation
living in Eretz Yisrael was dependent on bountiful and blessed rain. Therefore,
the ‘pouring of water’ on the altar during the Sukkot holiday – part of prayer
beseeching God to bless Israel with a rain-filled year – was bound up with
exceptionally great joy. Simchat Beit HaShoeva is a celebration that took place
in the Beit HaMikdash, during the days of Sukkot.
During Sukkot, Kohanim would pour water over the altar (in addition to the wine
that was regularly poured), since during Sukkot, God would pass judgment over the
rainfall and water that would be received over the course of an entire year. Water
was drawn from the Gihon spring, near the Beit HaMikdash, in a celebratory ritual.
The ceremony took place in the evenings of chol hamo’ed Sukkot, in the women’s
section of the Beit HaMikdash. Bright lights would be lit during the joyful celebration,
as the people jubilantly danced around with torches in their hands, accompanied by
the Levi’im playing on their instruments.
The festivities were s incredibly joyous that our Sages proclaimed, “Anyone who
has not seen Simchat Beit Ha’shoeva, has never seen real rejoicing in his life.”
Today, some communities celebrate a tribute to Simchat Beit HaShoeva during
chol ham’oed Sukkot.
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Mishna

How is the water-pouring ceremony
performed? A golden flask that could hold
three logim [a measure] was filled from the
Shiloach spring. When they arrived at the
Gate of Water, with the full flask [and a
shofar] they would sound a tekiyah, and a
teruah, and a tekiyah (Sukkah 4:9).

Pouring
of the Water
The Mishna describes the celebration of
Simchat Beit Hashoeva on Sukkot and
the ceremony for drawing water from
the pool of Shiloah (Silwan) in the city of
David and it’s libation on the Temple altar.
“Ni’suah HaMayim” – ritual pouring of
the water, or “Water Libation ceremony”
– is not mentioned explicitly in the Torah.
This tradition was passed down to our
sages from Moshe at Sinai. The water
was drawn by the kohanim in golden
vessels, from the Gihon spring, next to
the Beit HaMikdash, accompanied by
song and infectious melodies, in part
of a grand procession – as it is written:
“And you shall joyously draw water from
the springs of redemption” (Isaiah 12:3).
Following the procession, the Kohen
would ascend the altar ramp and pour
the water into a silver goblet affixed atop
the altar. The water would stream down
from the goblets into crevasses (called
“sheetim”) and trickle below the altar.
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Honi HaMe’agel and the rain of blessing
Honi HaMe'agel (the Circle-Maker) was a righteous Tanna and
miracle worker, who lived in the Galilee during the first century
BCE (approximately 100 years before the destruction of the Beit
HaMikdash). Once, after many consecutive months without any
rainfall, people said to Honi: “Please pray to God and ask for rain
to fall.” Honi replied to the people: Go and bring your Passover
ovens inside, so that they won’t get ruined.” Then, Honi prayed.
However, despite his efforts, no rain fell. So, what did Honi do? He marked a circle in
the sand (from this he was given his nickname “Honi, HaMe’agel – The Circle-Maker”).
Honi then stood inside the circle and said: “Master of the universe, Your children, Am
Yisrael, have turned pleadingly to me, given my exceedingly close relationship to You
– I swear, in Your great Name, that I will not move from this spot until You show mercy
to Your children.” When Honi completed his prayer a soft drizzle began to fall. Honi
the Circle-Maker said to God: “This is not what I requested of You. I asked for rain to
fill the wells and water reservoirs, rain which the nation desperately needs.” The rain
began to fall, with a driving rage. Honi then said to God: “This is not what I asked from
You. I asked for a generous rain of goodwill and blessing.” Honi’s prayer was received
and good rains began to fall on the land.
Rabbi Shimeon ben Shetach said of Honi that this verse in the book of Proverbs
was written about him – “Let your father and mother be happy, and the one who
bore you rejoice” (edited and adapted from Talmud, Masechet Ta'anit).
According to tradition, Honi is buried in Hazor HaGlili. On the seventh day of
the month of Mar Cheshvan, the day on which we begin to recite the prayer
requesting rain: “And give dew and rain of blessing,” there are those who go to
visit Honi’s grave, in order to pray for rain of blessing to fall on all of Israel.

משיב הרוח
ומוריד הגשם
ותן טל
ומטר לברכה

תפילת הגשם

PRAYER FOR RAIN

From Simchat Torah, until the
7th of the month of Cheshvan,
we mention the rain, when we
recite the Amidah prayer, saying:
“Mashiv
haruach,
u’morid
haGashem”; and from the 7th of
Cheshvan until the Pesach, we
say: “V’ten tal u’matar l’vracha.”

Who makes the wind blow
and causes the rain to fall
– and provides dew and
rain of blessing.

WATER
DESALINATION
Desalination is the process through
which salt and minerals are removed from
water, in order to make that water safe for
human consumption or for agriculture.
As such, desalination serves as solution
to the problem of water shortages, and
situations where water quality must be
improved. Israel has always had a deficit
in water supply and has continually
made efforts to find effective methods to
desalinate seawater. Today, there are four
key desalination plants in Israel, located
in: Ashkelon, Palmachim, Hadera, and
Sorek. These plants currently supply a
large part of Israel's water needs, reduce
the fear of drought, and decrease the
over-exploitation of the Kinneret and
other natural water resources.
The desalination plant in Ashkelon was
established in 2005. Over one billion
shekels had to be invested before
the Ashkelon plant was able to begin
transferring water to the Mekorot Water
Company. The Ashkelon desalination
plant currently outputs about 118
million cubic meters of water per year
– powered by an independent power
plant, operating on natural gas. In
2013, the production capacity of all
of Israel’s desalination plants was
more than 500 million cubic meters of
water. The single largest desalination
plant in the world today is found in the
United Arab Emirates and its annual
desalination capacity is approximately
230 million cubic meters.

In the Musaf service of Shmini Atzeret,
we recite the Prayer for Rain:
For You, our God, who makes the wind blow
and the rain fall:
For blessing, and not as a curse. Amen.
For life, and not for death. Amen.
For plenty, and not for scarcity. Amen.
Ashkelon Desalination Plant. Photo Source: Wikipedia
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 – עיר דודCity of David

City of David in a model of Jerusalem
from the Second Temple Period. Photo
Source: Wikipedia/Daniel Venture

The “City of David” archeological park, located to
the south of the Temple Mount, the Kotel and the
Dung gate is on Ophel Hill, near the Gihon spring
is the place where the ancient city Jerusalem has
existed since the days of Avraham Avinu. King
David, the son of Yishai, grandson of Oved, and
great-grandson of Ruth and Boaz from Megillat
Ruth, which we read on the holiday of Shavuot,
3,000 years ago chose to turn Jerusalem into the
capital of the Jewish monarchy. Since then, the City
of David has symbolized the eternal connection of
the Jewish people to Jerusalem.

In 1986 ( )תשמ"וthe non-profit organization “El-AD” – El Ir David (Toward
David’s City) commenced its operations, with the goal of reinforcing the Jewish
connection to Jerusalem. Impressive archeological excavations take place on
this site, along with centers for tourism, education and research. Hundreds of
thousands of tourists, Israeli citizens, soldiers and students visit this national
archeological park annually. In various types of fieldtrips, series of educational
seminars and archeological digs take place at Ir David.

ַ – נִ ְק ַּבת הַ ּ ִ ׁש ּלוּחSiloam Tunnel
(also known as “Hezekiah’s Tunnel”)

Carved during the reign of King Hezekiah, 2,700 years ago,
and stretching 533 meters in length), the Siloam Tunnel is
located under Ir David, south of the Beit HaMikdash. Water
from the Gihon spring flowed through this tunnel, which
served as important source of water for the city of Jerusalem,
in ancient times.

Shiloah Pool. Photo
Source: Wikipedia/
Daniel Ventura

Due to the city’s location and its topographical structure,
lying between mountains, its water supply was a true lifesource for the residents of Jerusalem. Every spring and
water source of this type gave residents of the city the ability
to live and work there.

In the Siloam Tunnel, which sits outside of the old city’s walls, the “Siloam Inscription”
was discovered. It is written in Hebrew letters, dating back from the period of the first
Beit HaMikdash. The inscription documents the excavation process of the tunnel.

THE NATIONAL
WATER CARRIER
The National Water Carrier is the
main artery of the State of Israel’s
national water enterprise. The Water
Carrier regulates the water supply in
the country. It facilitates the efficient
utilization of water resources and
their transfer from the bountifully
rainy North, into the Center and
South, with its otherwise meager
water supply. The National Water
Carrier is 130 kilometers in length
and starts out from the Kinneret.
Initial outline for the Water
Carrier’s construction began
before the creation of the state,
although the detailed planning and
application only became possible
after 1948 ()תש"ח. Construction of
the Carrier was completed in 1964
()תשכ"ד. The National Water Carrier
was established in order to address
the problem of water shortage in
various parts of the country and to
overcome limitations arising from
prevailing conditions in Israel: e.g.,
proximity to the desert, disparities in
the amount of
rainfall in various
locations across
the country, and
the fact that the
North enjoys a
number of natural
water sources,
while no such
sources exist in
the South.
Map of Israel's
National Water Carrier
Photo Source:
Wikipedia

3

בס"ד

SUKKOT SUPPLEMENT 5778

WATER IN THE HUMAN BODY
Water is an essential element in the human body. Water
constitutes at least 60% of a human’s body weight.
The body requires preservation of a set amount
of water in order to survive. Water enters the
human body via the digestive system by means
of drinking, and assists the body through various
methods. When the amount of water in the body
decreases, the thirst mechanism is aroused, and
reminds us we must drink in order not to get
dehydrated. The body tries very hard to maintain
homeostasis — stability in all it systems. Insofar as
water is concerned, ideally, the amount of water
lost by the body would be replenished exactly by
the amount taken in. On the other hand, if a person
drinks huge quantities of water, that could lead an
excess of fluids in their body (hyper-hydration),
which is also potentially life threatening.

NETAFIM
The Israeli company Netafim, was established
on Kibbutz Hatzerim in 1965. Netafim is an
irrigation company, developing a wide range of
irrigation solutions – such as: drip irrigation,
automated irrigation controls, landscaping and
other advanced technologies in the areas of
agricultural and water management. Netafim, a
global pioneer in the field of irrigation, was the first
to develop drip irrigation technology and employs
4,300 employees worldwide, in its 17 production
plants and 28 subsidiaries. Netafim controls
30% of the global drip irrigation market. Netafim
operates the largest of all kibbutz factories. On
August 7, 2017, Mexichem SA announced it
would acquire Netafim for $1.5 billion.

KIDNEYS
The role of the kidneys, which are
located in the rear of the abdomen
on either side of the spine on the human body, is to monitor,
manage and supervise the human body’s water supply. The
kidneys produce urine, by filtering various waste materials
from the blood. The blood that is returned through the
kidneys is thus free of harmful substances and is able to
fulfill its role as supplier of oxygen to all body tissue, without
risk of damage resulting from waste materials generated
through various body processes. There are several types of
tests to reveal various protein and blood cell abnormalities. Since
the kidneys are vital to the human body, various types of kidney
disease sufferers require an artificial substitute, called dialysis. In
the world of medicine, the branch that deals with research and
treatment of kidney disease is known as Nephrology.

DID YOU KNOW? 85.6 percent

of all the wastewater that reaches Israeli treatment
plants is reused – which is a worldwide high! Most
of the treated wastewater is used for crop irrigation,
with a smaller amount used for gardens and industry.
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Drip Irrigation. Photo Source: Haaretz.com

ISRAEL @ 70
Talmud Israeli is a highly successful education
program that began in Israel four years ago and has
since earned widespread support and approval
from Israel’s Ministry of Education. Talmud Israel
combines Talmud study with Torah and modern
Jewish and Israeli history. Talmud Israeli brings
to learners of all ages and levels, the teachings
of our sages, combined with a modern look at
Jewish history. As we approach the 70th anniversary
of Israel’s independence, Talmud Israeli will be giving
learners a comprehensive picture of Israeli history.
Please contact us to sign up for Talmud Israeli!
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