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What is Chanukah?
Rabbi Elan Mazer
National Director, Mizrachi Canada

A

seemingly juvenile question, it is
found in Masechet Shabbat (21b),
and it troubles Rashi with its simplicity.
Rashi clarifies for us that in asking this
question, the authors of the Gemara are
trying to determine which miracle was
the “main miracle”: why is it that this
holiday came to be established for all
generations? As we know, the story of
Chanukah contains two miracles: (1) the
victory of Maccabim – a small, paramilitary
force – over the Greeks – a world superpower, and (2) nes pach hashemen, a
small quantity of oil burning for eight days.
Which one was the deciding factor in
declaring a holiday? Is there a connection
between the two?

enough oil to last one day and there was
a miracle that made it last for eight. The
next year they decreed a holiday.” It is clear
from here that Chanukah was established
because of the miracle of the oil, and not
the miracle on the battlefield.

The Gemara continues on to say that
Chanukah commemorates “When the
Greeks entered the sanctuary [of the Beit
Hamikdash] they defiled all of the oil. When
the Hasmonean Kingdom won the war,
they checked [for oil] and only found one
small jug that was sealed with the stamp
of the Kohen Hagadol. But there was only

our success in the war.

The Maharal (Ner Mitzvah) has a hard
time with this answer. He explains that the
miracle of the war redeemed the people of
Israel from the oppression of the Greeks,
giving them the freedom to keep all of

This focus reminds us that just as
the oil lasting eight days is clearly
a miracle from G-d, so, too, was

Torah and mitzvot, whereas the miracle
of the oil gave them the opportunity to
perform one single mitzvah, which they
anyway would have had the opportunity

to perform in one week’s time. Why, then,
is the former miracle not the principle
miracle?
The Maharal answers that Chanukah
was, indeed, established to commemorate
the miracle of the war, but because
a military victory could very easily be
mistaken for a natural victory, the miracle
of the oil was given the spotlight. This
focus reminds us that just as the oil lasting
eight days is clearly a miracle from G-d, so,
too, was our success in the war.
Similarly, the Ramban (Parshat Bo)
explains that the purpose of all “obvious
miracles” is to remind us that everything
in our lives is a miracle. Miracles, in
general, remind us that there is a higher
power running the show; that G-d is
always watching over us, sustaining us
and tending to the every need of every
creation. Our ability to walk, talk, and
breathe, is just as big a miracle as the
splitting of the Dead Sea, but because
they are more common, we forget how
miraculous they are – we get used to ▶

▶ them – and so G-d performs obvious
miracles to remind us of all the “natural”
miracles in our lives.
Why, however, was the Menorah
chosen as the obvious miracle to
illuminate the hidden or natural - but no
less miraculous - victory over the Greeks?
Rav Kook explains the significance of the
nes pach hashemen in his commentary on
shas, Ein Ayah. Oil, he explains, represents
ideology and thought in Jewish tradition,
the theory which stands behind the
practice. The mission of the Greeks was to
defile the Jewish system of thought, but
not necessarily to physically oppress them.
As the Midrash states, Greece “darkened”
the eyes of Israel as they told them to
write on the horn of a bull that they don’t
have a connection with the G-d of Israel.
This is the meaning behind the
statement in the Gemara that the

eight garments, symbolizes a level beyond
nature.

Miracles allow us to
reexamine the thread
of the supernatural that is
woven within all of
reality.

Greeks defiled the “oil”. The Greeks were
successful in defiling all of the Jewish
“oil”, or ideology. They brought forth a
storm of thought and philosophy that was
contrary to our Torah. They defiled all but
one small jug of oil, cast with the stamp of
the Kohen Hagadol, a figure who, with his

Within every Jew there is a small spark
of Torah ideology that defies the rules of
nature. No matter the personal beliefs or
daily practices, a Jew has a constant and
permanent connection to the national
destiny and ideology. On Chanukah, the
success of the spiritual war against the
Greek influence was due to this constant
and permanent connection, this small
amount of “oil” that was, and is, found
within every Jew.
Miracles allow us to reexamine the
thread of the supernatural that is woven
within all of reality. The eight days of
Chanukah compel us to realize that thread
within ourselves. Just as all miracles show
us the hand of G-d that is all of creation,
the miracle of Chanukah illuminates the
divinity that is within ourselves.

Questions & Answers with Rav Yaakov Ariel
President of the Institute for Torah and the Land of Israel

• Unable to light candles while
abroad
Can a person who is abroad and can’t
light candles be yotzei with the candles
that are lit by his immediate family at
home?
Rav Ariel: As long as the family at home
knows to have you in mind when they
light their candles, you can be yotzei.

•

Lighting candles at a hotel

We are staying at a hotel for Shabbat
Chanukah. Where do we light?
RA: Hotels usually have a possible not
allowing candles to be lit in the rooms,
therefore you have no choice but to
light in an area designated by the hotel.

KOLOT HAMIZRACH
The  עלון חגיםo f M i z r a c h i C a n a d a

•

Lighting candles at a party

Is it the right thing to do to light candles
at a Chanukah party, in order to publicize
the miracles? If so, do we light with a
bracha?
RA: You do not fulfill your own
personal mitzvah of Chanukah candles.
However, this does publicize the
miracle. Therefore, you should light
the candles without a bracha and and
sing Chanukah songs.

•

Cleaning the Chanukiyah

Is one allowed to clean out the Chanukiyah
on the last night of Chanukah after the
candles go out?
RA: Of course this is allowed! Chanukah

candles are not mukzah like a sukka. It
is best to burn the remainder of the oil
and wicks though.
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Two sides of the same “Gelt”
Rav Shmaryahu Hoffman
Ra”m Gemara, Yeshivat Midbara K’Eden

C

hanukah has two aspects. On one
hand, it is a national holiday. The
Land of Israel was conquered and the
Jews were persecuted by a foreign
empire. The Jewish people faced the
danger of losing their national identity.
The Maccabees succeeded in carrying
out a revolution. Few triumphed over
many and the Land of Israel was liberated
for another 200 years, as Maimonides
tells us.
On the other hand, Chanukah is a
religious holiday. The Jewish Nation was
in danger of losing its identity. Many
chose to adopt a Hellenistic lifestyle,
while others stopped fulfilling Torah
commandments because of the antiJewish persecution. The Temple rituals
suffered as well, for the sacrifices were
stopped and all the oil for the Menorah
was contaminated. The Maccabees
were able to rekindle the Jewish spirit
and most of the Nation returned to
the Jewish fold. This religious renewal
is expressed through the miracle of the
oil jug. The warriors entered the Temple,
purified it, and found one small jug of
pure oil left. They used this oil to light
the Menorah and Hashem shined back
by creating an ‘unnatural miracle’ - the
Menorah stayed lit for eight days.
Today, it seems as though Chanukah is
celebrated as two separate holidays. The

religious observers of Chanukah rejoice
because the Torah was restored to the
Jews, while the ‘Nationalists’ celebrate
the restoration of Jewish sovereignty.
In reality, both these sides of Chanukah
complete each other. The Jewish nation

this concept is disconnected from Torah
it cannot be realized. Without faith in
G-d, we cannot muster the necessary
strength to persist in building our
National homeland. The Jewish People
need a powerful faith and a deep-

Today, it seems as though Chanukah is celebrated as two separate
holidays. The religious observers of Chanukah rejoice because the
Torah was restored tothe Jews, while the ‘Nationalists’ celebrate
the restoration of Jewish sovereignty.

should be independent and govern their
lives according to their own laws.
Only by being faithfully devoted
to G-d and Judaism, will we find the
strength needed to resist our enemies
and maintain our independence. Or,
from the other side, only strong national
stability and steadfast opposition
toward external pressures will allow the
continuation of our Torah-filled life.

rooted connection to Torah in order to
persevere in its long struggle for true
independence.
Our Yeshiva is constantly busy in
strengthening young minds and hearts
with Torah for the purpose of bringing
the Torah back into the centerfold of
Jewish national life and reinforcing our
Nation’s foothold in our Land.

In this day and age, Chanukah lights
our path. In order that the People of
Israel may sustain their devotion to
G-d and His Torah, we must fortify our
national independence. It is important
for the Jewish Nation to exist without
depending on outside powers, but when

SPOTLIGHT ON: YESHIVAT MIDBARA KA'EDEN
Midbara Ka’Eden is one of the largest Hesder Yeshivas in Israel, and is located in Mitzpe Ramon,
a small town in the heart of the Negev desert. The vibrant community around the Yeshiva
includes many of its alumni, and offers regular Torah classes and workshops to over 4000
soldiers annually, and a stipend for young couples, among other programs and initiatives. The
Yeshiva has also built a shelter for women enduring difficult situations. The Yeshiva’s most
prominent achievement, however, is the neighboring vineyard built in the midst of the desert.
One of the largest in the country (over 100 acres), the vineyard was built to provide steady
funding for the Yeshiva and its activities in the community, and enjoys significant success.
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A Message from Rabbi Doron Perez,
Executive Director of World Mizrachi
Dear Friends,
This coming Iyar will mark 50 years since Jerusalem was re-united, and we here at World Mizrachi
are getting excited for Mizrachi World Movement’s “This Year in Jerusalem” Mega-Mission over
Yom Yerushalayim. Our aim is to bring thousands of people, including rabbinic and community
leaders and delegates from hundreds of communities from across the global Jewish community to
learn, experience, and celebrate together at this momentous time in Jewish history.
The itinerary is jam-packed with the highest quality programming, including tours, performances,
lectures, and ceremonies. Leading figures are participating, including:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks,
Music superstar Yaakov Shwekey,
Knesset member and former ambassador Dr. Michael Oren,
Journalist and renowned author Yossi Klein Halevi,
Education & Diaspora Affairs Minister Naftali Bennett,
Justice Minister Ayelet Shaked,
Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat, and more!

The highlight of the trip will take place on Yom Yerushalayim when we will march into the Old
City of Jerusalem with 300,000 fellow Jews, and experience a communal tefilah at the Kotel like
no other.
More details about the program, including the draft schedule, highlights, pricing options, and
booking procedure, can be found at www.mizrachi.ca/YY50.
Consider this a personal invitation to bring yourself, your family, your community, along as we
celebrate this historic occasion.
With excitement and anticipation,
Rav Doron Perez
Mizrachi World Movement
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Rav Kook: The greatness of hidden miracles
From Ein Aya on Brachot 149 –  מסכת ברכות קמט,עין אי״ה

On Chanukah we celebrate two distinct miracles: the open miracle of the Menorah lasting eight days, and the hidden miracle
through which the Maccabees won the war against the Greeks. Generally we view open miracles as greater and a clearer
revelation of G-d’s hand in the world. Rav Kook understands the relationship between open and hidden miracles in a novel
and inspiring way.
Simple faith is a belief that when there is a need a miracle will
occur. However, a great person, who has constant faith, trusts
that Hashem will aid him by means of his efforts.

The ultimate goal is for the knowledge of Hashem’s light to be
constant. When the nation has a high moral stature, then by means
of natural guidance, which follow along with the regular human
affairs, G-d’s hand will be more evident. When an individual
contemplates and realizes that all aspects of natural life, are all set
up by Hashem, to reach some exalted destiny, of the perfection of
mankind, he will be able to meet G-d in his everyday life, and he
will realize that he has to put in immense efforts and thought and
intelligence in all his endeavors, as G-d is involved in all aspects of
his life. This individual is much closer to the ideal than someone
who has miracles done for them once in a while.

The love that someone shows for youth or for a child is different
than the love shown for an adult. Love for youth is demonstrated
when his father gives him something that he wants, and for a child,
when he receives something to eat. Loving an adult is giving them
the opportunity to benefit from something that they created.

The grand miracles during the youth of our nation were praiseworthy, they achieved their goal of making us aware of Hashem,
in a way by which natural guidance would never be able to
achieve. However when the nation is ready, it is even better for
us to become aware of a guidance that will allow us to constantly involved in everyday life, by means of our own actions.

The final redemption could be one of great miracles like in the
time of Yetziyat Mitzrayim, or in a natural progression as described by Chazal in numerous places. Based on what we have
explained, this would depend on the spiritual state of the nation.
If we cling to Hashem, and follow his Torah, and have the proper quality traits, then we will be given the opportunity to partner
in the Mitzvah of raising the flag of Israel. This would be the
greatest merit for us, to partner in the building of our national
homeland. However, if the state of our nation is low, and we are
far from the Torah, the redemption won’t be able to come in a
natural way, and we would need for it to come miraculously.
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 או מצד האדם,הבטחון הפשוט אם השעה צריכה לכך שיעשה נס
’ אבל הבטחון התמידי הוא להיות בוטח בד,המעלה שראוי לכך
.שיעזרהו בהשתדלותו
’תכלית כל סיבוב ההנהגה כולה היא להביא את אור דעת ד
 והנה כשהאדם או העם בכללו עומד במצב מוסרי.במילואה לעולם
 אז הלא מהנהגה הטבעית שהולכת אחוזה עם סדרי החיים,גבוה
 שבהתבונן האדם כי החיים הטבעיים.’ יכיר ביותר יד ד,האנושיים
 הכל ערוכים מאת ד’ ית’ לתכלית הנשגב של,וכל מסיבותיהם
 הנה יותר יכיר את קונו כשמספיק לו צרכיו,השלמות האנושית
 שצריך ע”ז השתדלות רבה מצדו בחכמה ובדעת,בדברים טבעיים
 והנה יד ד’ אתו על כל פרט מפרטי תנועותיו וימינו.ובכח גופני ונפשי
 מאלו יעשה לו נס, הלא יתקרב יותר בזה אל ציור השלמות,תסעדהו
…בפעם אחת להמצא לו מחסורו
אהבת הנער והילד הוא הנהגה כזאת שלגדול אינה בכלל הנהגת
 ושל, למשל אהבת הנער תהי’ כשיתן אביו מחסורו משלו.האהבה
 ושל הגדול תהי’ האהבה,הילד הקטן תהי’ כשיתן ג”כ לתוך פיו
.כשימציא לו מעמד שיוכל להנות מיגיע כפו וחריצותו
 והביאו את,ע”כ משובחים מאד הם הניסים בזמן ילדות האומה
 מה שלא היתה ההנהגה הטבעית,התכלית של דעת ד’ וקרבתו
 אז טוב, אבל בהיות העם נעלה בהכרתו.יכולה להביא בשום אופן
מאד שיתרגל בהנהגה שתביא אותו להחליף כח ולעסוק בשלמות
… בהרמת קרנו בכל הפרטים החמרים והמוסרים,וחריצות
, וכן הגאולה העתידה,והנה גאולתן של ישראל בכל דור בעת צרתם
 כימי צאתך מארץ,אפשר היא שתהי’ התחלתה בניסים ונפלאות
’ שתהי, או שתהי’ ההתחלה טבעית כדחז”ל בכמה מקומות,מצרים
 ולפי דברינו הדבר תלוי במצבן.הצלחתן של ישראל קמעא קמעא
 כי בהיותינו דבקים ביראת ד’ בשמירת המצות,של ישראל הרוחני
 שמזה יתיישרו המדות ונועם האמונה ודעת ד’ ימלא,ותלמוד תורה
 אז הוא שלמות גדולה תחשב אם נהי’ אנחנו העוסקים,את הלב
 ובודאי תפארת גדולה והדר לאומי.במצוה זו של הרמת קרן ישראל
 מצד שלמותינו,הוא לנו בהיותינו אנחנו העסוקים בבנין בית ישראל
.הלאומי שנמשך מזה ושלמות העולם כולו
 בהיותם רחוקים מתורה ומדעת,אמנם אם מצב ישראל הוא בשפל
 וצריך הטוב המעותד, אין התכלית נמצא ע”י גאולה טבעית כלל,’ד
.לבא בהתחלתו ג”כ ע”י גאולה ניסית

The courage to dream
Rav Zev Spitz
Assistant Rabbi of the BAYT, Thornhill

H

ave you ever wondered why the
first thing that the Chashmonaim
did upon entering the Beit Hamikdash
was to light the menorah?
Let’s remember that the Greeks
gradually established their dominance
over the Jewish people. Taxation.
The banning of Shabbos and bris
milah. The defilement of the Beit
Hamikdash. History tells us that by
the time Matisyahu and his family, the
Chashmonaim, miraculously defeated
the Syrian-Greek army, the menorah
had been extinguished for over three
years!
Why, of all things, did the
Chashmonaim decide that the menorah
was the most important item on their
to do list upon recapturing the Temple?
Why not rebuild the mizbeach and have
the ability to offer sacrifices? Why not
the shulchan, where the showbread
was placed from week to week? What
was so important about the menorah
that the Jews needed to light it as soon
as they could?
In the haftarah for Shabbat
Chanukah, we read the fascinating
vision of Zechariah HaNavi. One of
the major themes of the prophecies of
Zechariah is encouraging the Jewish
people to rebuild the Temple that had
been destroyed by the Babylonians.
In the haftarah, Zechariah is shown
an amazing thing: a menorah that is
connected with tubes to two olive trees.
The olive trees provide a continuous
supply of oil. In essence, Zechariah is
shown a menorah that can stay lit on
its own.
One can suggest that this image of
the menorah was not only an image
shown to Zechariah. It was an idea
that Matisyahu and his family, the

Chashmonaim, held fast to. It was the
image of what could be, once again, in
the second Beis Hamikdash. It was the
image that gave the Chashmonaim the
ability to dream of a rededicated Second
Temple. It was the image that gave the
Chashmonaim the strength to win a
war that they had no business winning.
As such, it was only appropriate that

leadership amongst the brothers. In
other words, Yosef had been dreaming
about and looking for his brothers the
entire time. His brothers, on the other
hand, had no dreams of ever seeing
Yosef again.
Although the Chashmonaim and
Yosef both merited for their dreams to
be fulfilled, dreaming doesn’t guarantee

Deaming doesn’t guarantee
that our dreams will come to fruition.
But not dreaming always guarantees
that they won’t.

the menorah was the first item tended
to when their dream was ultimately
realized.
Now we can understand why Parshat
Miketz is usually read on Shabbat
Chanukah. When Yosef’s brothers
come down to Egypt looking for food,
the pasuk tells us: “Joseph recognized
his brothers, but they did not recognize
him.”
Have you ever wondered why? Have
you ever wondered why it was that
Yosef recognized his brothers but they
did not recognize him?
Rabbi Berel Wein makes an extremely
compelling argument. He suggests that
Yosef, believing in the dreams that he
had experienced over two decades
earlier, was waiting for his dreams to be
fulfilled. He was waiting for the brothers
to appear before him and bow down
to him, thus fulfilling Yosef’s vision of

that our dreams will come to fruition.
But not dreaming always guarantees
that they won’t.
Elie Wiesel tells of the time when
Sigmund Freud and Theodor Herzl
lived in the same district of Vienna.
“Fortunately,” said Eli Wiesel, “they
never met.” Can you imagine, he said,
what would have happened had they
met? Theodore Herzl would have said:
"I have a dream of a Jewish state". Freud
would have replied: "Tell me, Mr. Herzl,
how long have you been having this
dream? Please, lie down on my couch
and I will psychoanalyze you.” Herzl,
concludes Elie Wiesel, would have been
cured of his dream. And the Jewish
state of Israel may have never been.
May we all merit being able to
proudly proclaim “I have a dream.” And
may Hakadosh Baruch Hu grant us the
strength to fulfill those very dreams.
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HAIFA FIRES
EMERGENCY FUND
Last month, a series of devastating fires raged across Israel, displacing tens of thousands of people,
and causing enormous damage to hundreds of homes, buildings, parks, and forests.
Mizrachi Canada and the Toronto community are coordinating an emergency appeal to help repair and
rebuild one special place destroyed by fire: the Mevaser Shalom Hesder Yeshiva of Haifa.
As the fire spread, the Yeshiva's students ran to rescue
children in the nursery located on the first floor of the
building. They then tried to save holy books from the
burning Yeshiva. Unfortunately, it was too late; the blaze
destroyed the Beit Midrash together with hundreds of its
holy books.
For many years, Yeshivat Mevaser Shalom Haifa has
served as an important bridge between all types of Jews
as a place where the religious and secular alike feel
welcome. The Yeshiva also provides vital programs for
Haifa's Jews, including: military preparation programs,
preparation for new brides and grooms, as well as
marriage counselling.
Your donation is essential to help us to raise $70,000 to
fund the rebuilding and restoration of Haifa’s Yeshivat
Hesder, the place of happiness and blossoming creativity
for all Jews. Donate today!

3 EASY WAYS TO DONATE:
ONLINE:

www.mizrachi.ca/rebuildhaifa

PHONE:

(416) 630-9266

CHEQUE: To Mizrachi Canada

A letter of Thanks to the Toronto community from
Rosh Yeshivat Mevaser Shalom in Haifa
A month ago, as fires terrorized Haifa, swiftly spreading throughout
the city, burning trees, and turning houses into ruins, the building of our
Yeshiva, Yeshivat Mevaser Shalom, was destroyed. Only by the grace of
God, no lives were claimed.
If we would have asked ourselves, why did this happen to us? The
question would be left unanswered. The question that we asked instead
was, how can we move forward, and use the fire to create something
greater?
We have been flooded with love and support from around the world –
and you too, our brothers and sisters in Canada, have embraced us! We
felt that we must move forward, not just to rebuild the phyiscal building,
but to grow spiritually and by doing so, grow physically as well. Our hearts
grew with every bond we made across the Jewish world, bringing together
people across the spectrum. This showed us how small our differences are
when love shines through.
Yeshivat Mevaser Shalom is a place built on love, and love cannot be
burnt – this is our mantra, this is our belief, and this is our prayer. We plan
to rebuild our Yeshiva and Beit Knesset in the name of all Am Yisrael, so
everyone will know they have a place with us and in our hearts, just as
we did in theirs.
G-d willing, next week we will begin lighting Chanukah candles. The
small candle looks puny and weak – but it tells the story of our victory.
Many nations have tried to annihilate us, like a flame that eats everything
in its path. Those nations are gone and yet here, like this small candle, we
still stand! Every house that lights these Chanukah candles is a beacon of
triumph and eternal will. A victory built on love–and love cannot be burnt.
We are physically far from you but you are close to our hearts.
Your donations warmed our hearts and made us strong, and for that,
we thank you.
Writing to you with love,
Rabbi Avidan Chazani
Rosh Yeshivat Mevaser Shalom, Haifa

